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SERMON 
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• Honourable Houfe of Commons. 



Ephes. v. ao. 

Giving Tbatiks alaays for all things mtt 
God, and the father, in the Name of 
the Lord ^ejm. 

JHE Apoftle in this, and The 

1 two foregoing Verfes, inftruAs 

Us in the difference between 

the Toys of the BLighteous, %ai 

I Pro&ne. Thefe He tells Vs 

are Senfua!, and arife from an 

intem;ei^te Indulgence of their Lufls, anj 

A^ 
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Appetites ; whereas tliofe are wholly Spiritu- 
al^ and have for theic inexhaufted Source the 
Goodnds of an iniii^c Being^ho continually 
prefides over them, and'* makes all things 
work together for their Good* Certainly the 
long Difpute wliich of thefe two fhould have 
die Preferenc^^ wopld foon be decided, were 
Men; bn^ offo^^gratefol a Temper las to turn 
theiri-Eyfes (to die.. Aiidior. of all' thfeir ftappi- 
nefs. But this great .aAd beneficent Being 
fliowers down His Mercies upon them, and 
they regard Him, not ;^ They feed and furfeit 
Updo His Bkflings wkhout ontfe looking up 
to tlie Hand that bellows them. 'Tis the 
Doty therefore of the Minifters of Gods Word 
to awaken Men to a,Sence of t^s Duty, and 
to call them from time to time to a grateful 
HefPgoition of ,tlip Divine .Eavoup. /Butj 
Jblefffea be God, I find- my. felfat prefent liapl^ 
pfl)^pre^ntcd in thlS Wckk,:anf ^^^^^ 
Voice of our Countrv which c^ts^US^iogether 
tliis Day in the Pretence of God, fpeaks loud- 
er, and withTnon^ Authority i;baAa&y^ Private 
¥(D5ce. "lit affemfbl^ l3^ togetfmr to comme- 
morate *ihatunfg»kabfeMcrpy of God which 
y^wwid^rfeHy c6iii^ a5:i¥f» thtts Day^ 
ia ^utfemg an^ ]^ in 

the R^ftitiitiott-bf^the'l^g, ^nd the Koyal 
Fartii^j ai^intfie'fecftorationoft^^^ 
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ment bqtK in Churc|i and' State after manji 
Years Initerruption : A 'Kellkig this which can 
never be over valued, ihd ^hicli, tho' long 
fince beftowM \x^n this ^Jiition, no Diftanco 
of Tinie caii ever wear oat- The Diftancei&i 
d^ ctf.Time which dimiiiifbes other BJefi 
fings, aiJ|^rrttnts;Thar c^the prefentDfty; arid 
the Lengtliof jfts Period is its greateft Recon^^ 
mendation; • J^er fiiice -the Reltoration ofuaur 
happy Government was not a tranfient Aft^ 
or momentary 'B}efling,-K>4)i$ enjoy'd ; at once> 
and to be prelerved afterward only m a grate* 
{\A Memoryi but is a pernianent, lafting Hap- 
pinefs whidj we all of Us at prefent feel, and 
tias been thfe'f)eligbt of ^very Yeir fa3m |he 
Day it wasfifft vouchfi^ Us; the farttet' 
that Day is removed frOffi Ui, the more ejp^ 
tenfive has been its Influebce; and the greater 
OblimtSpn th<?refbreit kyS upon Us for Praife 
and Thai^^vi^ig. The furpf izing Event 6f 
this Day yas not an hafty^' negligent Pcrfijr- 
mance. of Providence, ta be once looked upon^ 
and, tlicri thrown afide.: ^but Jt is to be confix 
jdePd as one of its corre9:eft, and moft elaboj^ 
rate Works, which the- oftener, ind the Ion* 
gcr it is looked into> the mgreit pleafes. i ■ 

Siich thcrdbre being • the Nature of thw 
Days 'riiajik%ivin^; I ihall^ without; jftrtbev 
* ' entering 
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entering into the Hiftory of an Event fo well 
known in all its Circumftances^ and (b fully 
approved in all its Confequences, prefume up- 
on your ready Inclinations to offer up your 
Sacrifice of Fraife to God; and may depend I 
hope upon your favourable Attention wliile I 
difcoqrfe on the Subje£): of Thank^ving in 
general, and endeavour to lead Your Thoughts 
into the Confideration of the Extent ofthe 
Duty, of the great Motive to it, and of the 
Qualifications requifite to a due Perfi)rmaiice 
of it. 

' And Firfi: as to the Extent of this Duty, 'tis 
fi>. great and univerfal that the Words of my 
Text, we lee, oblige Us to it at aS times j and 
for aU things. The noieaning of which however 
is not that we Ihould be every Moment of our 
Lives congratulating our felves, and giving 
Praifeto God; but that we. Ihould always 
bear about with U$ a pifpofitipn of Mind rea- 
dy to break out into grateful Acknowledge 
ments at all proper Opportunities, and whei; 
any frefh Occafion calls for it. So that if we 
ftand always ready to offer the Incenfe of 
Thankfgiving to our Father, tho' it does not 
continually afcend imto Him, We fhall an- 
fwer the full Defign df the Apoftles; Exhortati- 
01^ tQ give Thof^ks alrvofs unto Go4 the Father^ 
. For 
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For as a Man may be faid to be always upon 
His Guard, who is ready to repel at aH tkties 
the AfTaults of his Enemy, tho' 'He. may not 
perhaps ftand every Moment of His Life in 
the regular Pofture of Defence ; So that Mafl 
iTiay be truly accounted to be always thankf 
ful, who i^ always teady to Acknowledge tfte 
Favours of Heaven, tho' He be not always 
aftually on His Knees, or in the Pdflpure dS 
Adoration J 

^is certainly.as great anAfFront to the H6^ 
ly Writirigs^ to hold them always to a literal 
Significatioxij^ as to force them againft their 
Wills to put on a metaphorical; and the Scrip- 
fures may fiifFer as niuch by too ftrift^ as hs[ 
too loofe an interpretation j they fpeak to Vi 
in the cofiimon Phratfe of Mankind, and rauft 
therefore be interpreted^ as all other Difcour^ 
fes are, fo as to agree with common Senfe and 
SLeafon* If tlierefore it be plainly unreafon* 
lable to think we muft dedicate our whole 
Time to Praife and Thankigiving, becaufe we 
.Thould then have none left to the Performance 
of our other Duties, 'tis evident we muft take 
the Text in a more limited Senfe, and not^ 
lippn the Account of any Expreflfion m it ^ 
think our felves obligM to hold a never fail- 
ing, and, as it were, an uninterrupted Day 

B of 



I —Pi— I — 

lo .A Sermon Tr cached before the 



lAM 



of Thankfgiving to God. Befides , upon a 
ftrift and rigorous Inter jJretation of the Text, 
the Scriptui'es will be found to contradid 
themfelves. Fpr the fame Apoftle who com- 
mands Us in tliis place to be always giving of 
Thanks to God, commands Us in another to 
be always praying to Him ; Fray mthout cea-^ 
fing. So that unlefs we can praile God at tlie 
feme time we pray unto him, which are Two 
very diftind and different AQs of Adoration, 
we muft take up with a more eafy and favou- 
rable Conftruftion of the Words, and agree 
to the Meaning I liaye already given them* 

• ■ • 

.. Upon better Reflexion, and confidering the 
gneat and general Backwardnefs of Men to 
riiis Diity, 1 muft confefs that all this feems 
l>ut,a very unneceflary Caution, and more fit 
to Iiave been given . in the Primitive Ages of 
Chriftianity, when Men had their Hearts and 
iiffeftions fo inflamed with a juft Senfe of the 
great and unfpeakable Mercies of God to 
them, as was apt to lead them top far in the 
Adoration of His Goodnefs, and to the Exclu- 
fipn of the other neceffary Parts of Religion ; 
than to an Age which every one fees and feels 
to, be of it fell but too remils and unafFeded in 
this great Duty ; and which- wants rather a 
vehement Exhortation to come up to it, than 

any 
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any Caution or Reftraint from going beyon(I 
it. However, if there is^ any one that now 
hears me who enjoys any thing Of that 
Warmth which made the Breafts of the firft 
and purer Ages of the Gofpel fo fruitful in 
their grateful Returns to the Author of all 
Happinefs, who confiders that He enjoys no- 
thing but what He receives at the immediate 
Hand of God, that He lives, and moves, amf 
has His Being in Him ; that He receivM at 
firft the Capacity of Happinefs from Him, 
and has fince had it fill'd, and by degrees en** 
krg'd, and the Promife that it fhall be here- 
after completed to Perfeftion : If any one, 1 
fay, upon fuch Confiderations as thefe find 
Himfelf prompted to a more eager Perform- 
ance of this Dirty than is confiftent witli tl» 
(Aher Parts of Religion, tliis Caution naa^ be 
of fome Ufe and Advantage to fuch P^rloris, 
ahd therefore not altogether unnecefTary to be* 
toUcliM upon.. But to proceed . ' /' 



^ .. I 



'' As we are not obligM to dedicate our whole 
Time to Praife and 1 hanldgiving, fo neither^ 
is it required that we fhould return particula*' 
Thanks for every Angle Benefit we receive 
from God. Tliis neceflarily follows from what 
has been hitherto faid ; Becaufe the Bleffingtf 
%ye receive at the Hands of God are inaumq- 

5 2 rablci 
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rablQ^ and fill up it\ fuch a mpafurc the wiiole 
Circle of our Lives,, tliat if ufe fliould endea- 
tQur to anfwfr evpry Favour by a particular 
Acknowledgment, our whole Duration would 
}^ too little to latisfy the Obligation. When 
therefore we are.connnanded tp thank God 
for ailtbingsy the ^Meaning is, that we fhould 
be reaxjy at alj . fet Times and Opportunities 
tpi return Him Tliaiiks, not only for thofo 
greater; and more vifible Advantages we en- 
jpy; above others \jiOl only for the more re^ 
^rkabie Inftances of His Mercy, but for the 
xs^Qcp com^mon, and^ therefore lefa regarded, 
l^$LS:Of it. We fliQuld thank Him for our 
^rifatig^n, becayfc. that is the f Foundation of 
alij natural EnjqyjEnept ; for ou,r Redemption, 
bepa^fp.4:hat jis fh Fpundatjopi^of, all our fu^ 
perufttsr*.!. Exp§4ati^^ for our Prefervati- 
9ij> b^ufe tli^ fttll gives U? the Opportuni^ 
ty:oi] ipaprovingi^t&efc ExpeGbatioqs, and ad?; 
vancing themito%yiet higher .Degree ; for; 
the Happinefe of our* Friends, becaufe they 
ajpjBii^tiof our^felyes;:; and for the Profperity 
c^i<HK\ iCpuntry,^ bpeaufe in that is contained* 
Qur. owjQf . If wc; confider it, :>ye fh^U find 
^HiQii : every thing conducing, ibme way or 
othpr t© our Happinefs , for j^ll; which ^ye, 
ftand bound in .a JDebt to Heaven. For !tisf 
by the;Affiftance;of God that-we epjoy any 

Qf 
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pf thefc Bleffings of Life we are fo fond q£; 
and that not pnly as He firft gave .Us the 
iPower (tf procuring, or the Capacity of en- 
joying them> but as His Providence co-ope- 
rates immediately with Us in the Purfuit of 
them, and j^s His Grace works intimately on 
pur Soul^i in their Enjoyment. For what eMe 
can be the Reafon that one Man pf as good, 
pr perhap^.eyery way better Senfe and Abili- 
ties than another, fhatt under all the fame 
vifible Ajjvantages, fail in the Ex^ution of 
a iabour'd Defign, which the other (hall ac- 
compi)f|i w^ij all the Eafe imaginable.? That 
the fem? AJan, aft^^^ accomplilhing His .De- 
fign, il^ajl ;bg uneafy and umiappy, and. take 
no manner of Satisfaftion in it, while the 
other vfhio has fail'd and been difappoiilted, 
Jhall be contented and eafy, and 49 evjsrjr 
refpeO: ^s if he had fucceeded in His Defires? 
What, X iay.j can be. the Reaipn of, thisf fo 
different, Behaviour, biit th^at God, who, -as 
the Apc^je ^fpe^ik?, nvcrketh in XJs^ both td wiM 
and to do^f His good Pleafkrey has blafted the 
EfldeavQursof the one, and the Enjoyment of 
the btljer^ If any one will be [o hardy as to 
lay His Hand upon any fingle Defign, and 
profefe ipL the Prefence of God, that 'tis meer- 
iy by His own Art, and Prudence, and Dex- 
terity, Me win brjng it to l^ar, ^dufive rf 

th^ 
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the Afliftance of His Providence ; or let Him 
(ingle out His bsft beloved Objeft, upon 
which His Soul moft paflionatcly refts it felf, 
and let Him venture to throw up the Grace 
of God, and declare, that He mil be happy 
as fong as that continues in His Poffemon, 
and He fhall have Leave to be ungrateful, 
and be excusM His Thanks to Heaven. But 
as long as He knows that He can compafs 
no Defign without the Providence of God^ 
nor enjoy any Satisfaction in it after it is 
compafs'd, without the Grace of God, His 
Thanks muft of Neceffity be due to God^ 
both for His Grace and Providence, anidbe 
as univerfal as the Obligations Relays on Us. 

Having therefore now confiderM the Ex- 
tent of this Duty, in what Senfe we are o- 
bligM to be thankful always^ and for all things^ 
is alfo the Reafbn of it, in as much as w? 
are beholding to the Goodnefs of God ^ as 
well for the ouccefs of whatever we under- 
take, as for the real Benefit of it to our felvesf 
wlicn it has prov'd fuccefsful,- I flibuld pro- 
ceed to the hext Head of Difcourfe. But 
faecaufe the Affliftions too of Lffe may be a 
Matter of our Thankfgiving, as Wett as the 
BleflTings of it, and what has hitherto been 
iaid relpeC^s only thefe, it may not be amifs 

to 
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to enquire firft in wliat Senfe, and how far 
our Miferies and Difappointiiients ni^y be i 
proper Matter of our Thankfgiving to God. 

Let this then be laid down for the mofl: cer-- 
tain Truth, that nothing but what makes Vs 
Happy can be the proper Objeft of our Toy 
and Tlianklgiving. If then all our Expefta- 

tions were confinM to this World there could 

» 

not be a greater Paradox advanced than to 
affirm tliat we ought to be thankful for the 
Affliftions of this Life. But becaufe the Hap- 
pinefs of this World bears but a very litde 
Proportion to what we expefl:, we fliould ^- 
ways meafure our Good in reference to a fij- 
ture State ; and think nothing miferable here 
Which turns to our Advantage hereafter, no- 
thing Advantagious in this World which will 
not prove {0 in the next. Upon which account 
the Miferies of this Life may claiiii a fhare iti 
Our Thankfgiving as Well as the Bleflings of 
it; becaufe thefe may in fome Inftances pre- 
pare Us either for the Happinefs of the other 
"World, or for a more perfect Enjoyment of it* 
Hence it is that our Saviour pronounces therti 
Happy ivho arerevil^dj and ferfecutedy drid evil 
ffoken of faljlyfor Hisfakcy am bids them rejoice 
and be exceedingly g^^^y fo^ great is their Reward 
in Heaven. That St.?aul ufcs iuch triuni- 

• ' ■ -^haiit 
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pliant Expreffions in the midfl: of Peffecuti- 
tons, inafniuchas they rvorkfor him a more ex- 
teeding and eternal Weight of Glorj. That St. 
James bids Us cormt it all Joy when nfe fall into 
divers Temptations ; . And that the fifft Chrifti- 
ans took joyfully the fpoiling of tlieir PoffeflS- 
ons, rejoycing that they were counted worthy 
to fufFer fhame for the Name of Chrift; 

« 

Now all this is very True, and Certains 
But then we muft remember that thefe Suflfe- 
lihgs are then only a matter of Joy and Gom- 
fort ^hen they are undergone for Itightebuf- 
nefs Sake. For otherwile we may delude 
Our felves, and charge thofe Sufferings on the 
Account of God which are nothing efle indeed 
but the very natural Eflfefts of Qur Sins, and 
I*Olly. One Man, fbr.Inftance, bc^rs content- 
edly the Lo(s of His Eftate, and in Merit of 16 
touch Patience expefts confidentl;Jr the Blef- 
^g of Joby and to have it doubij^ returned in 
the Other Worlds when if He will butconfi- 
der His Circumftances with any tolerable Im- 
jiartiality, He fhall find Himfelf reducM to 
them mcerly by His own Negle£t ^nd Impru- 
aence. Another bears up tolerably perhaps 
udder the Miferies of a decrepid Otd-Agcy 
aad calls That, Subniiffionrto the Providence 
of God, which is nothing elfc bui; the EfFeQ: of 

His 
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His Youthful Intemperance. How feW" 
of the Miferies of this Life are really 
owing to the Appointment of God, in 
comparifon of thofe we bring upon Our 
felves J And how few therefore, are there 
of them for which we may expeft the 
Recompence of a Revl^ard ? Our Miferies 
are generally the Confequences of our 
Sins and Follies, and come not froni 
God for the Tryal of our Patience, but 
the Punifhment of our Difobedience ; And 
are therefore the proper matter of Hu* 
miliation, and not of Thankfgiving. For* 
could we be evidently aflurM that none 
of our Sufferings were the Effefl; of our ^ 
own Sins ; that they proceeded from no 
inexcufable Folly, and I^egiigence on our 
Part ; but that we are exercis'd with them 
meerly for the good Pleafure of God, ei- 
ther for the Tryal of our Patience, or the 
Good of Others: How extravagant an 
Affertion foever it may at firft appear, 
yet 'tis no more than what Chriftianity 
teaches Us, We might fafely affirm that 
upon fuch a Suppofition we might all fall 
down on Our Knees, and give Thanks 
to God, as well for the AffliSions as the 
Bleflings of pfe- For 'tis the peculiar 

C Triumpli 
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Triumph of the Chriftian Faith, to change 
the very Nature of Misfortunes, and make 
them work together for Good to the fincere 
ProfefTors of it^ 

V 

Having thus fer confiderM the Extent 
of the Duty, I proceed to the great Mo- 
tive to enforce it; which is no other 
than the great Pleafure and Satisfaftion 
of the thing it felf. For He that feels in 
Himfelf a Delight and Complacence in 
this Duty, needs no other Motive to re- 
commend it ; And He that feels it not, 
performs not die Duty as He ought. 
Praife and Tlmiikfgiving ought not to 
be urgM upon Us like the other Duties 
of Religion ; from the Command of God ; 
from the reafonablenefs of it ; from the 
Fear of Punifhment, no, nor from the 
Hopes of a future Reward : For the Duty 
is pleafant in it felf, apd brings its own 
Reward with it. He that is not con- 
fcious to Himfelf of an inward Pleafure, 
diffufing it felf thro' every Faculty of 
the SOuI while He is taken up in this 
Aft of Devotion, is not Hearty enough 
in it. For Delight flows in as natural- 
ly upon a Soul opening it felf in the 

Praife^ 
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Praife, and Adoration of the Divine 
Goodnefs, as Light does on the Eyes, 
and nothing but the moft fleepy Difpofi- 
tion can keep it out. Hence 'tis that the 
Great Matter of Thankfgiving is never 
in fuch an Extafie, nor appears fo Fully 
InfpirM as when This is the SubjeS of 
His Meditation. Praife the Lordy my 
Souly aftd all that is mthing Me fraife His 
Holy Name. Praife the Lordy my Souly 
and forget not all His Benefits. Praije the 
Lordy For it is good to fing Praifes unto our 
God ; Teay a joyful and fUafant thing it is 
to be thankful: And in another place, in 
the moft lively and affeftionate Figure of 
Speech, He doubles it in each Sentence, 
fing Praifes fing Praifes unto our Godj 
fing Praifes fi/^g Praifes unto 'our KJng. 
Thefe are the Strains of a Soul truly 
fenfible of the Divine Goodnefs, and la^ 
bouring for Expreffions anfwerable to 
His Conceptions of it : And if they ap* 
pear to any One, as 'tis poffible they may, 
too foaring, and diftaftful, Let Him 
l^now 'tis bec^Jife He is UnaccuftomM to 
fuch Strains of Devotion, that He can- 
not relifh them, and becaufe His own 
Sentiments are too Low and Groveling 

C 2 that 
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that they fly Abov« Him. For aU this 
ASedion> and EQafie of Mind is not fo 
mudi tlie peculiar Temper, and Com- 
pleQion of the Prophet, as the natural, 
and genuine EffeQ of thorough and re^ 
peated Confiderations of the Goodneis of 
God. And the Reafon We are not aUke 
movM with Him, is becaufe we are not 
alike careful with Him to fix fuch Confi- 
derations in our Minds. Were this onoe 
done. We fhould break forth in the fame 
EtFufions with the Holy Men of Old, 
ihould be animated with the fame Spirit, 
and enjoy a like Pieafuie and Satisfadioa 
with them ; And till Men will be per- 
fwaded to da This 'twiD be in vain to 
urge further Motives, or to talk of the 
Pleafure of Thankfgiving to thofe who 
are not preparM to receive it. The 
Pleafures of Thankigiving are like the 
Pleafures of the Senfes, like thole of the 
Sight, or Hearing* If the Ob^e^ do not 
make tlicir own way 'tis thro' fome De« 
(eSi in the Organ which fboufd convey 
them ; And ^is as vain to ui^'b any fo- 
reign Arguments in its Favour^ as to re- 
commend fieauty, from the general Eiteem 
of the World^ to One that has no Sight : 

Or 
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Or the Charms of Mofick, froiQ the Do^ 
tria of Proportions, to One that has no 
Ear. If the Eye, and Ear apprehend it 
not ofthemfelves, there^s no way left to 
make them fenfible^ If this Motive be 
of Weight enough to incline Us to the 
Duty of Thankfgiving, thfcre remains on- 
ly in the laft place, that we take Care to 
perform it with thefe Qualifications. 

Firfij That we offer it up, as theApo- 
ftle requires, in the Name of the Lord 
Jefus. 

. And, That while we are doing it, 
we refolve to de^part from all Ini- 
quity. 

Firfiy Our Thanks muft be oflFerM iip 
to God, and the Father, in the Name of 
the Lord Jefus. 

And this is a Point fo abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to every Aft of Thankfgiving^ 
that without it all our Praife and Ado- 
ration is but a Dead and InefFedual Ce- 
remony, and no way pleafing to God the 
Father* 'Ti$ the Name of Jcfus only 

that 
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that enlivens all our Devotidns, and gives 
them Strength and Efficacy at the Throne 
of Grace. 'Tis thro* His Name that we 
prefent our Supplications to the Father; 
thro' His Name that we obtain the De* 
fign of them ; and thro* His Nanie there^ 
fore that we muft offer up our Praifes 
for their Reception. For tho* this part 
of our Religion may at firft view feein 
leaft to require the Office of an Inter- 
ceffor, yet if we consider it better wc 
Iball find the very fame Neceffity for 
this High-Prieft to ofFer^ up the Sacrifice 
of Thankfgiving for Us, as there is for 
His offering up that of our Prayers ; And 
that for this ihort and plain Reafbn: 
Becaufe our Thankfgivings are no more 
an equal Return to God for theBleflings 
we receive, than our Prayers a juft Ob* 
ligation on Him, to grant them* Had 
we indeed Vanity enough to perfwade 
Our-felves that in returning our Thadks 
to Heaven we paid a full Value for the 
B)effings we receivM thence, Our Thanks;, 
We might be apt to think, would make 
their own Way to the Prefence of God ; 
But fince they are fo trifling a R^« 
turn, and, tho' 'tis all we can do, 
yet (till 'tis all fo unequal to the Bene- 
fits 
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fits receive, they muft of neceflity have 
fbme One to make way for them^ to give 
Weight to them> and recommend them 
to our great Creator ; Who can be nd 
other than our BlefTed Saviour and Re- 
deemer. And in Him We may confide 
as a faithful Mediator, who as He has 
made up the Deficiencies of thofe Prayers 
by which we at firft obtained our Blet 
fings, fo ftands now ready to make u^ 
tjie Deficiencies df thofe Praifes which we 
oflfer up for the Enjoyment of them. 
As therefore we would have our PraifcJ 
effeftual before God, we muft prefcnt 
them to Him in the Merits of His only 
begotten Son. 

. The Second Qualification mention^ \vii 
a firm Refolution with Our-felves to dc-» 
part from dH Iniqtiity. 

This indeed is a Very general 1 Qualifica- 
tiOn, in all Cafes, and at all Times re-^ 
quir'd of Us. For whether we appear at 
the Throne of Grace in Supplication foif 
Mercies, or Humiliation for AflSiftions, 
whether we adore his Goodnefs, or feat' 
His Difpleafure, or confide in His Pro- 

ftiifes; 
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tnifes» or in whatever other AQ: of Devo- 
tion we may be engagM^ a firm Refolu- 
tion of Obedience to His Laws, and Pu- 
rity and Innocence of Life is the firfl: Re^ 
quifite, and the very Foundation on which 
We muft build. However there feems to 
be fomething in Thankfgiving which 
claims a Refolution in us of Virtue and 
Obedience in a more peculiar manner, 
and makes it if poflible more neceflar]^ 
or the Defed: of it more abfurd at leaft 
than in any other Inftance of our Duty/ 
Since the Bleflings of God muft conclrae 
an obftinate Signer under fo fatal a Ne* 
ceflity, that He can neither negled the 
Duty without Sin, nor perform it with- 
out Madnefs. For the Man that is every 
Day fenfible of the unmerited Favours 
of God, that He made Him at firft out of 
Nothing, and by a continued Creation of 
Him prefcrves Him every Monient from 
falling to Nothing ; that He has given 
Him a Nature little lower than the An- 
gels, nay, has ennobled it above Theirs 
in the Incarnation of His Son ; that He 
continually furnifhes Us with the Con* 
yeniences and Fleafures of this Life, till 
He tranflatcs Us to the more exquifite 

Pleafures 
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PWafar© of th^'Lifc hereafter ; How ciri 
m^- MAn witii thtf6 Thoughts, and un-* 
dcr thftfc ObligwkMis, neglca His Thanb 
^ this great -Befnefaapr, without falling 
imder the lvS^viiit\6ti of the mort dcteftaWe 
MfgrititUde? And yfet, at th6 fame time, if 
He trOntinue ki^ His Siils, How can He 
perform (his Duty of Thankfgiving \vith-^ 
oiit thfe Extf eittity of Madnefs ? For how, 
and?'#ith what Sence can fuch a One 
thank God. for His Creation ; When ti 
liad been fo much better for Him that He 
\istA iifevei- bcen'Borh? For His Prefer- 
vaJtiofl J When He lives each Moment but? 
60 ericfeafe His Damnation ? Or for any of 
the good Things of this Life, When by" 
an ill Ufe of thefti they ferve for nothing 
but to enflaflie His Account • For Sin 
poifbns every Btertefit we might other wile 
enjfty/' and ^urris every 'Bleffing into a? 
Ciirle upon U«i As all the Miferies and; 
Afflidtorts ^f this Life, work together for' 
Good to them Al^hb lead a godly Lite, {d 
to ihfim who lead' a viciouy one, all the 
Happinefs artdBlcfTings of it work togc-- 
tlier for their DeftruAion. As therefore 
we would not difappoint the Goodnefs of 
God, and by tlje moft unnatural Contri- 

D vaoce 



26 A Sermon Preached before the 

yance make His Love as -pernicious to Us 
9s His Anger; As we would preferveOur 
felves from the Imputation of the moft 
execrable Ingratitude , or the cxtrenieft 
Follyr andMadnefs; whenever weaddrcfs 
Our felves to God, to confefs^ and ac-< 
knowledge, and return Him Thanks for 
His Goodncfs, we are obligM to renew 
our Refolutions of Virtue, and Obedi- 
ence, and to throw off every thing >vhich. 
is difpleafing in His Sight. 

Having thefe Two Qualifications wc 
may with an Humble AiTurance of God's^ 
Acceptance apply Our felves to the Throne 
of Grace in a thankful Acknowledgment of 
His Goodnefs. And with this I fhould 

• • • 

have now concluded, but the Bufinefs of 
this Day calls Mc fird to it felf, and de* 
mands a (hort Application. Give me leave 
therefore, while I am mentioning the 
Qualifications requifite to a due Perfor- 
mance of the Duty in general, to In- 
ftance in a Qualification abfblutely neceifa* 
ry in the particular Thankfgiving of this 
Dj»y. 
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^ ' -'Tis certainly the Duty bf all the Sub- 
jeftsoF this Nation at all times, and on 
is^ll Qccafions, to Support, and Defend the 
Goyerhmcnt. But this is a Day which 
TncilAnks flioirid particularly warm, and 
ariirtijte them in it. For when they blefs 
^od for the' Refibration of the Gbvern- 
rnent, and at the. Diftance ,of fo manjf 
Years appear in His Prefeiice to acknow- 
ledge His Hand; ih it ; it becomes in a 
more peculiar manner their Duty to 
Strengthen and Siipport it ; or they offer 
up to God a Mock Thankfgivirig, and 
PraifeHim for a Blefling which they de.- 
clai-e to be not wortfi the keeping; Wheii 
they thank God f8r putting an End to th^ 
Qr^it Rebellion, and look with Dete{^44 
tioh on the Authors of itj ?f in any rei- 
fpeft'they Ihodldbe found theniiblves 2ii 
the lame' time Favourers Qf Rebellion^ 
they give the Lie to their tnoft Solemn 
Profettipns, and affront Qod in the very 
Aft of PrkifingHira. Nothing' can qua* 
lifyUsfortheDuty of this bay, or make 
the Devotions pf it confiftqnr, but a fin- 
cere, and zealous Afteftion for the Go- 
vernmtnr, and an utter Abhorrence of alj 
Xraiterous Combinaarions agilnft it. Thofe 

D 2 l^oy^l 
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Loyal Subjcfls who can fincerely profefs 
their Deceftation of tbp prefent impious 
Attempts upon the Crown and Govern^ 
inent, may be allowM to deteft all forr 
mer Praftices of the like Nature; Thbl^ 
who can fincerely praifeCJod. for fuppref- 
fing the Rebellion of this/Year, and cofir 
firming His prefent Majefty on the 
Throne of His AncellorSp may with e- 
qua I Sincerity praife God for His ancient 
Mercies, and for Reftonng our former 
King to the fame Throne, . As for all O- 
thers, whatever n»ay'be their Pretences, 
whatever Claim they inay lay to ihi? 
bay, and 'appropriate' it to themfelves^ 
'tis all in vain ; They, are utterly ungua* 
jify'd to appear In it;; The, Day it (klf r^^ 
fufes their inconfiftent Devotions, and c* 
very Prayer of its Sacred Office exclaims 
againfl: them. For what, in the'NaiTKj 
of Contradifjlion, would fhey offer at? 
Would they- praife God for putting a4 
End to One Rebellion, when thqy aire 
themfelves at the fame time wifhing well 
to Another ? Would they lament the Mif 
feries and Oppreffions of thofe I'imes, 
which they have only read of perhaps \n 
Hiftory , and which neither they nor 

their 
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their -Fathers were con cern'd in ; ; And 
encourage M the fame tinw that WI-lBpint 
in ihe People, which, dxHiId it prmil,^ tfuift 
in^vitaWy b-in^ priafcht Mifeiiy ^^nfthem^ 
felFieSf and intaii it upbn thdr Ciiildicn P 
.Wovid.tjbey thank God for thd aefticuci^ 
Ofl of ihe Royal Family; And ende^mnir 
at the fame time to difpoflcft a (Vince 
who ifi uridoubtedly of that FamiTy, in 
fjBivGMr of One, who, to fpeak tlie fofpeft; 
is of a dubious Extfa£^n P WoilM tb^ 
this Pay jfejoyce in theRcftorattoti^^tht 
Monarchy; And the fame £%y' tfpntrive 
to place One upon the Thron^v "Whbbt 
Education, Intercft, and Neceffity, muft 
turn this gentle Monarchy into the moft 
oppreflive Tyranny ? Or if all thefe are In* 
confiftencies too evident to be own'd ; 
Would they indeed Praife God for the Deli- 
verance of thisChurch,and for reftoring Un- 
to Us the publick and free Profeflfon of His 
true Religion and Worfhip ? And wouIc| 
they alfo, in compliance with fo gracious 
an Aft of Providence, take care tq pu^ 
this Church and Her trpe Worfhip under 
the Guard ianfhip and Proteftion of Her 
avowM and irreconcileable Enen^y ? Such 
are the manifold Contracliftioos which 

' Thofe 



